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High voter turnout was
recorded in most of the six
assembly constituencies in
seven states where the by-
election was held on Tues-
day. The counting of votes
is on September 8 for the
by-election - seen as a lit-
mus test for the opposition
alliance INDIA against the
BJP-led NDA ahead of the
assembly polls in five
states later this year and
the 2023 Lok Sabha elec-
tion.

In Dhanpur and Boxana-
gar seats in Tripura, where
the Congress had extended
support to the CPI(M), the
average turnout was
around 76 per cent. Six per-
sons were injured in a
stray incidents of violence
in the northeastern state.

In Dhupguri in West Ben-
gal and Puthuppally in
Kerala, where the INDIA
bloc constituents were up
against each other, the vot-
ing was around 76 per cent
and nearly 73 per cent re-
spectively.

The by-election saw the
INDIA alliance also put-
ting up a united front in
the Ghosi constituency in
Uttar Pradesh, where the

voting was moderate at
around 50.30 per cent, and
in Jharkhand’s Dumri
where a total of 64.84 per
cent of 2.98 lakh voters ex-
ercised their franchise Ut-
tarakhand’s Bageshwar,
where the main contest is
between the BJP and the
Congress, saw 55.44 per
cent voting.

Out of the seven seats,
three (Dhanpur, Bagesh-
war and Dhupguri), were
held by the BJP and one
each by the SP (Ghosi),
CPI(M) (Boxanagar), JMM
(Dumri) and the Congress
(Puthuppally).

In Uttar Pradesh, the
Ghosi seat fell vacant after
the resignation of Sama-
jwadi Party (SP) MLA and
OBC leader Dara Singh

Chauhan, who rejoined the
BJP.

While the ruling BJP-led
NDA has fielded Chauhan,
Samajwadi Party candi-
date Sudhakar Singh has
got the support of the Con-
gress and Left parties.
Chauhan was a minister in
the previous BJP govern-
ment headed by Yogi
Adityanath. He resigned
from the Council of Minis-
ters on January 12, 2022
and switched to the SP.

The Akhilesh Yadav-led
party has alleged misuse of
official machinery and has
written to the Election Com-
mission on the matter. It
claimed that Muslim voters
were being prevented from
exercising their franchise
in some places.

MINISTER WITHOUT PORTFOLIO
SERVES NO PURPOSE, SAYS HC

CHENNAI

The Madras High Court on
Tuesday said the Chief
Minister of Tamil Nadu
may be well advised to take
a decision about the contin-
uance of V Senthil Balaji
(who is in judicial custody)
as a Minister without port-
folio in the state cabinet, as
it serves no purpose and
does not augur well with the
principles of Constitutional
ethos on goodness, good
governance and purity in
administration.

The first bench compris-
ing Chief Justice SV Gan-
gapurwala and Justice PD
Audikesavalu made the ob-
servation while disposing of
two quo warranto petitions
filed by advocate Ra-
machandran and former
AIADMK MP J Jayavard-
han and a PIL from advo-
cate ML Ravi.

"The present petition
brings to the fore the erosion
of the high standards of
characters and conduct de-
manded from the Members
of the Legislature. The peti-
tioners expect and legiti-
mately so, high standards of
moral conduct by the per-
sons in power. The Chief
Minister is the repository of
the people's faith. Political
compulsion cannot outweigh
the public morality, require-
ments of good/clean gover-
nance and the Constitutional
morality", the bench added

The bench said, "A Minis-
ter is a people's representa-
tive and as a Minister is con-
ferred with Legislative and
Executive powers, the busi-
ness of the Government is
performed in consonance
with the Business Rules by a
Minister only with respect to
the portfolio assigned to
him. With the Cabinet Sys-

tem of Governance, the en-
tire Cabinet is responsible
for its collective decisions, so
also for its individual Minis-
terial decisions."

"The Ministers without
portfolios do not have any
specific Ministries, nor they
do have carved out responsi-
bilities. The Chief Minister
is an Executive Head. It is
the responsibility of an Ex-
ecutive Head to assign Min-
isterial responsibilities to an
elected representative. How-
ever, if he feels that a partic-
ular elected representative
cannot be assigned the re-
sponsibility of a Minister,
there cannot be moral or
Constitutional basis to re-
tain such a Member of the
Legislative Assembly as a
Minister without portfolio,
which would be opposed to
the ethos, good Governance
and Constitutional morality
or integrity," the bench said.

MARATHA QUOTA ROW

Bandh disrupts life in Kolhapur
Maratha reservation re-
turned to the centre
stage last week after the
police baton charged
and lobbed tear gas
shells to
disperse a violent mob in
Antarwali Sarathi village
in Jalna district

KOLHAPUR: The bandh
called by Maratha outfits
in western Maharashtra's
Kolhapur on Tuesday re-
ceived a good response, as a
majority of the commer-
cial establishments re-
mained shut in the city.

Sakal Maratha Samaj led
an agitation in Kolhapur's
Dasara Chowk, condemn-
ing the violence against
protestors in Jalna last

week, and asked the gov-
ernment to clear their
stand on the reservation for
the Maratha community.

Maratha reservation re-
turned to the centre stage
last week after the police
baton-charged and lobbed
tear gas shells to disperse a
violent mob in Antarwali
Sarathi village in Jalna
district. The police said
protesters allegedly re-
fused to let authorities
shift a man on hunger

strike for Maratha quota to
the hospital.

According to the police,
the overall bandh was
peaceful, and no untoward
incident was reported any-
where in the city or dis-
trict. "Traders in the mar-
ket areas of the city sup-
ported the bandh and all
commercial establish-
ments remained closed till
evening," Kolhapur Super-
intendent of Police Mahen-
dra Pandit said.

Protest march by
Meitei body today

IMPHAL: Apprehending
serious law and order prob-
lems, the Manipur govern-
ment has cancelled curfew
relaxations in Meitei-dom-
inated five valley districts
on Wednesday and mas-
sive security measures
put in place in view of the
protest march called by
the Coordinating Commit-
tee on Manipur Integrity
(COCOMI).

The COCOMI, an um-
brella body of the Meitei
community, and its
women wing, called the
protest march on Wednes-
day to remove an army
barricade at Phougakchao
Ikhai in Bishnupur dis-
trict, a few kilometres
away from tribal-dominat-
ed Churachandpur dis-
trict.

Locals claim that due to

the army barricade, they
were not able to visit their
homes at Torbung, which
they had to vacate after
the ethnic violence broke
out on May 3.

Officials said that a full
curfew was clamped in all
the five valley districts --
Bishnupur, Kakching,
Thoubal, Imphal West,
and Imphal East and a
huge contingent of securi-
ty forces were deployed in
different districts as a pre-
ventive measure from
Tuesday evening.

For the past many weeks,
curfew was relaxed in all
the five valley districts
from 5 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.

The state government on
Tuesday night has ap-
pealed to the COCOMI to
withdraw the protest
March.

High turnout in Kerala, Tripura,
Bengal; moderate in UP, U’khand

Kerala’s churches
try to stem the flow

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Concerned over the migra-
tion of young members
abroad, particularly to Eu-
rope and Canada for higher
studies and employment,
the Catholic Church in
Kerala has launched initia-
tives aimed at enticing
them to remain in the state.

For Kerala, remittances
from Malayalis living
abroad have been a lifeline
of the economy. The
Church’s move marks a
first for a major communi-
ty in the state attempting to
put the breaks on migra-
tion.

Over the last two months,
various dioceses of the
Church have launched pro-
grammes aimed at develop-
ing an interest among the
youth in government jobs,
both at the state and cen-
tral level. The programmes

seek to ensure that the
youth are equipped to take
on government recruit-
ment exams.

The Syro-Malabar
Church, Kerala’s numeri-
cally dominant Christian
church, has already seen a
large number of its mem-
bers settle in different
parts of the world. It has
established dioceses in the
United States, Canada,
Great Britain and Aus-
tralia.

Last month, the Church’s
dioceses of Changanassery,
Pala and Kanjirappally,
which have jurisdiction in
central Kerala’s Christian
belt that includes Kot-
tayam and Pathanamthitta
districts, jointly decided to
give training to the youth
for state and central gov-
ernment recruitment ex-
aminations.

Umar Khalid’s bail plea
hearing adjourned

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday adjourned hear-
ing on bail plea filed by stu-
dent activist Umar Khalid
who was arrested and
charged under the Unlaw-
ful Activities Activities
(Prevention) Act in connec-
tion with the alleged larger
conspiracy case behind the
2020 Delhi riots.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Bela M. Trivedi and
Dipankar Datta was ap-
prised that a letter seeking
adjournment has been cir-
culated as senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, who would ar-
gue on Khalid’s behalf, is
appearing before Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud-led Constitution
Bench hearing pleas
against abrogation of Arti-
cle 370. At this, the bench
remarked: “How many
times? Mr. Sibal is bound to

be busy. We cannot wait for
any particular senior coun-
sel.”

The top court clarified
that it is granting the “last
opportunity” and posted
the plea for hearing in the
coming week. On August
18, the hearing in the mat-
ter was deferred and the
plea was directed to be list-
ed after a period of two
weeks.

Also in Aughst, Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra of
the Supreme Court had re-
cused himself from hear-
ing the matter and the plea
was directed to be listed be-
fore a different bench.
“This will come before
some other bench. There is
some difficulty on part of
my brother (Justice PK
Mishra),” a bench headed
by Justice A.S. Bopanna
told the parties. Khalid has
approached the top court
against denial of bail by
the Delhi High court.
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SHOPIAN ENCOUNTER: Victims’ kin get govt jobs
JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir administration on Tuesday handed over appointment letters
for government jobs to family members of three persons killed in a staged encounter by an
army captain in south Kashmir's Shopian district in 2020.

SPEED NEWS
Six killed in
heavy rains

HYDERABAD: Six people
were killed as heavy rains
lashed several parts of
Telangana on Tuesday,
throwing normal life out of
gear. Six deaths were
reported in separate rain-
related incidents. Three
persons including two
women died of lightning in
Jayashankar Bhupalapally
district. Three others were
drowned in Sangareddy
and Wanaparthy districts.

Kerala youth
commits suicide
KOCHI: A Kerala youth on
Tuesday committed suicide
in his house, an hour after
stabbing a 19-year-old
nursing student and her
parents, said police.
According to the police,
around noon time, the
youth identified as Eldhos,
barged into the house of
the young nursing student,
Alkha. He stabbed her
several times and hearing
the cries, her parents
Ouseph and Chinnama
came to her defence and
they were also injured.

Father kills
14-month-old baby
RAICHUR: In a shocking
case, a man killed his 14-
month-old baby in
Karnataka's Raichur district
as he felt that the child
would hamper his chances
of remarriage, officials said
on Tuesday. The man
confessed to the police that
he committed the crime.
The accused was identified
as 32-year-old Mahantesh,
a resident of Kanasavi
village in Lingasugur taluk.
The deceased child was
known as Abhinava.

Mumbai reports
second Zika case
MUMBAI: A second case of
Zika virus has been found in
Mumbai, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
said on Tuesday. The first case
was reported on August 23.
The second patient is a 15-
year-old girl from suburban
Kurla in eastern Mumbai
which is under the
jurisdiction of the civic body's
L-ward, a BMC release said.
The girl, who had other
comorbidities, complained of
fever and headache since
August 20 and received
treatment from a private
hospital, the release said.

Go First cancels
all flights

MUMBAI: Go First
Airways cancelled all its
flights scheduled till
September 10 due to
operational reasons, the
airline said in a statement
on Tuesday. "We regret to
inform that due to
operational reasons, Go
First flights scheduled till
10th September 2023 have
been cancelled. We
apologise for the
inconvenience caused by
the flight cancellations," the
statement read. Further, it
said, "We acknowledge the
flight cancellations might
have disrupted your travel
plans and we are
committed to providing all
the assistance we can."

BJP should know
who they're dealing

with: Gehlot
ONLINE REPORT / Jaipur

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said the Cen-
tre's push for 'one nation,
one election' without devel-
oping a consensus is an ex-
ample of democracy being
in danger in India. Gehlot
was asked about his opin-
ion on holding simultane-
ous elections for the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies
across the country.

"I have been saying this
for a long time. Whatever is
happening today, no one
knows the direction that
the country is heading in.
Democracy is in danger
and the Constitution is be-
ing ripped to shreds. Simul-
taneous polls are an exam-
ple of this. The Centre
could have done this by tak-
ing opposition parties
along and holding discus-
sions with them," the chief
minister said in Hindi.

Referring to former Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind
heading the committee to
examine the issue, the
Congress leader said, "The
President's post is a presti-
gious one. I have never
heard of a former Presi-
dent heading a commit-
tee.”

SENTHIL BALAJI CASEYOUTH LEAVING FOR FOREIGN SHORES

Plea seeks quashing of
notification restoring

RaGa's LS membership
NEW DELHI: A plea has
been filed in the Supreme
Court seeking quashing of
the August 7 notification
which restored the Lok Sab-
ha membership of Con-
gress leader Rahul Gandhi
following the apex court or-
der staying his conviction
in a 2019 defamation case
over his Modi surname re-
mark.

The top court had on
August 4 stayed his con-
viction in the defama-
tion case. Gandhi repre-
sents Wayanad in the
lower House of Parlia-
ment.

The Congress leader was
disqualified as an MP on
March 24 after a Gujarat
court convicted and sen-
tenced him to two-year im-
prisonment for criminal
defamation for comments
he made about the Modi
surname.

TMC distances from MP
KOLKATA

As Enforcement (ED) on
Tuesday issued summons
to actress-turned politi-
cian and Trinamool Con-
gress Lok Sabha member
Nusrat Jahan,
the ruling party
leadership has
started distanc-
ing themselves
with the MP.
The summon, to
Jahan, was is-
sued on her past
association as a
director with a
shady financial
entity duping
senior citizens
of several
crores of rupees promis-
ing them residential flats
at reasonable rates.

Trinamool Congress leg-
islator Tapas Roy said that
only Jahan is competent
to give reply in the matter.
“There is nothing to com-
ment on behalf of the par-
ty,” Roy said. No other
leader of the ruling party
is even willing to field any
question in the matter
while there were no com-
ment from Jahan as well.

Besides Jahan, Rakesh
Singh, another director of
the said corporate entity 7

Sense Infrastructure Pri-
vate Limited Rakesh
Singh, have also been
summoned by the ED.
Both have been asked to be
present at the central
agency’s central govern-

ment office
(CGO) Com-
plex office at
Salt Lake in
the northern
outskirts of
Kolkata on
September 12.

In August
this year,
when the com-
plaint was
filed against
the same com-
pany thus sur-

facing the name of the ac-
tress- turned politician,
her husband Yash Dasgup-
ta expressed confidence
that his wife will never be
summoned by ED since
there is no merit in the al-
legations against her.

“The allegations of cor-
ruption involving crores
of rupees are baseless. I
am sure that ED will not
summon her,” Dasgupta
said August 5. However, af-
ter the ED had issued the
notice to Jahan, Dasgupta
too had remained incom-
municado.

Nusrat Jahan



ONLINE REPORT / Jaipur

Rajasthan Chief Minister
Ashok Gehlot said the Cen-
tre's push for 'one nation,
one election' without devel-
oping a consensus is an ex-
ample of democracy being
in danger in India. Gehlot
was asked about his opin-
ion on holding simultane-
ous elections for the Lok
Sabha and state assemblies
across the country.

"I have been saying this
for a long time. Whatever is
happening today, no one
knows the direction that
the country is heading in.
Democracy is in danger
and the Constitution is be-
ing ripped to shreds. Si-
multaneous polls are an ex-
ample of this. The Centre
could have done this by
taking opposition parties
along and holding discus-
sions with them," the chief
minister said in Hindi.

Referring to former Pres-
ident Ram Nath Kovind
heading the committee to
examine the issue, the Con-
gress leader said, "The
President's post is a presti-
gious one. I have never
heard of a former Presi-
dent heading a committee.

The committee will be crit-
icised as well as praised,

and you have needlessly in-
volved the former Presi-
dent in this."

Gehlot said the Centre
could have taken the oppo-
sition into confidence and
the fact that it did not do so
makes people doubt its in-
tentions. He said the gov-
ernment was well within
its rights to call the special
Parliament session from
September 18-22, but it has
still not told the nation
why it has been called.
"These things are not good
in a democracy," he said.

The Chief Minister as-
serted that the people of
Rajasthan have made up
their minds to re-elect the
Congress government in
the state.

MARATHA QUOTA ROW

Bandh disrupts life in Kolhapur
Maratha reservation
returned to the centre
stage last week after
the police baton
charged and lobbed
tear gas shells to dis-
perse a violent mob
in Antarwali Sarathi
village in Jalna district

KOLHAPUR: The bandh
called by Maratha outfits
in western Maharashtra's
Kolhapur on Tuesday re-
ceived a good response, as a
majority of the commer-
cial establishments re-
mained shut in the city.

Sakal Maratha Samaj led
an agitation in Kolhapur's
Dasara Chowk, condemn-
ing the violence against
protestors in Jalna last

week, and asked the gov-
ernment to clear their
stand on the reservation for
the Maratha community.

Maratha reservation re-
turned to the centre stage
last week after the police
baton-charged and lobbed
tear gas shells to disperse a
violent mob in Antarwali
Sarathi village in Jalna
district. The police said
protesters allegedly re-
fused to let authorities
shift a man on hunger

strike for Maratha quota to
the hospital.

According to the police,
the overall bandh was
peaceful, and no untoward
incident was reported any-
where in the city or dis-
trict. "Traders in the mar-
ket areas of the city sup-
ported the bandh and all
commercial establish-
ments remained closed till
evening," Kolhapur Super-
intendent of Police Mahen-
dra Pandit said.

Cong gathers at Sonia's
House, INDIA meet later

ONLINE REPORT
New Delhi

The buzz about the change of the
country's name from "India" to
"Bharat" has started a flurry of
meetings in the Opposition camp. A
meeting of Congress's parliamen-
tary leaders is in progress at the
house of Sonia Gandhi. It will be fol-
lowed by a meet of opposition bloc
INDIA leaders at the residence of
party chief Mallikarjun Kharge.
The buzz had exploded this morning
with the news that the President
Droupadi Murmu's invite to G20
leaders introduces her as the "Pres-
ident of Bharat" instead of the tra-
ditional "President of India".

The G20 booklet handed to foreign
delegates has been titled "Bharat,
The Mother Of Democracy".
"Bharat is the official name of the
country. It is mentioned in the Con-
stitution as also in the discussions
of 1946-48," it mentions.

Plea in SC seeks quashing of notification
restoring RaGa's membership as LS MP

NEW DELHI: A plea has been filed in the
Supreme Court seeking quashing of the August 7
notification which restored the Lok Sabha mem-
bership of Congress leader Rahul Gandhi follow-
ing the apex court order staying his conviction in
a 2019 defamation case over his Modi surname re-
mark. The top court had on August 4 stayed his
conviction in the defamation case. Gandhi repre-
sents Wayanad in the lower House of Parliament.

The Congress leader was disqualified as an MP
on March 24 after a Gujarat court convicted and
sentenced him to two-year imprisonment for
criminal defamation for comments he made about
the Modi surname.

The Gujarat High Court had later dismissed his
petition for a stay on conviction, observing that
"purity in politics" is the need of the hour. The pe-
tition, which was filed in the apex court on Tues-
day by Lucknow-based advocate Ashok Pandey,
said it is challenging the August 7 notification is-
sued by the Lok Sabha restoring Gandhi's mem-
bership.

BJP should know who they're
dealing with: Gehlot

UDHAYANIDHI REMARKS: EX-JUDGES, BABUS, WRITE TO CJI

Take suo moto cognizance of hate speech
NEW DELHI: A group of
262 eminent citizens, in-
cluding former high court
judges and bureaucrats
and war veterans have
penned a letter to the Chief
Justice of India requesting
him to take suo moto cog-
nizance of the alleged hate
speech made by Tamil
Nadu Minister Udhayanid-
hi Stalin, who is the son of
Chief Minister M.K. Stal-
in, over his remarks on
'Sanatan Dharma'.

The letter stated that
Stalin Jr.'s comments
amount to hate speech
against a large population
of India and strikes at the
very core of the Constitu-
tion of India which envis-
ages Bharat as a secular
nation. It said that the
state government refused
to take any action against
Udhayanidhi Stalin and
rather chose to justify his
remarks. It stated that the

action of the TN govern-
ment ran in the face of the
judgment of the Supreme
Court which had directed
that state governments
should take suo moto ac-
tion against any hate
speech crime without
waiting for any
complaint.

“Since the State Govern-
ment has refused to take
action and acted in con-
tempt of the Court’s or-
ders and gravely under-
mined or rather made a
mockery of the rule of

law, we urge the Hon’ble
Supreme Court to take the
suo moto notice of con-
tempt, ensuring accounta-
bility for the inaction of
the State Government of
Tamil Nadu,” the letter
stated. Notably, the
Supreme Court in the case
of Shaheen Abdulla v.
Union of India and Ors.,
observed that there can-
not be fraternity unless
different religious com-
munities are amenable to
live in harmony.

The top court had ex-

pressed concern over the
growing incidents of hate
speeches in the country
and had directed the gov-
ernments and police au-
thorities to take suo motu
action in such cases with-
out waiting for the
lodging of formal
complaints.

It had said that any de-
lay on the part of the ad-
ministration in taking ac-
tion on ‘very serious is-
sues’ will invite the
court’s contempt as action
is needed in order to pre-
serve the secular charac-
ter of the country.

Udhayanidhi Stalin, had
spoken at a function of
Tamil Nadu Progressive
Writers on eradication of
Sanatan Dharma, saying
that it was against social
justice. He had also said
that Sanatan Dharma
must be eradicated like
mosquitoes, dengue,

I'm also Sanatani:
Kejriwal

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Arvind Kejriwal on
Tuesday, while commenting
on Tamil Nadu minister Ud-
hayanidhi Stalin's remark on
Sanatan Dharma that sparked
a widespread controversy,
said "we should respect oth-
er's religion". Udhayanidhi
Stalin, the Tamil Nadu's Min-
ister for Sports and Youth Af-
fairs and son of Chief Minis-
ter M.K. Stalin, while speak-
ing at an event on Saturday,
said: "Sanatan Dharma has to
be eradicated just like mos-
quitoes, malaria, dengue, and
corona." Reacting to the re-
marks, the Delhi Chief Minis-
ter said: "I am also from
Sanatan Dharma. There will
be many from Sanatan Dhar-
ma. We should respect each
other. Insulting other reli-
gions is not a good thing."

Umar Khalid’s bail plea
hearing adjourned

AGENCIES
New Delhi

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday adjourned hear-
ing on bail plea filed by stu-
dent activist Umar Khalid
who was arrested and
charged under the Unlaw-
ful Activities Activities
(Prevention) Act in connec-
tion with the alleged larger
conspiracy case behind the
2020 Delhi riots.

A bench comprising Jus-
tices Bela M. Trivedi and
Dipankar Datta was ap-
prised that a letter seeking
adjournment has been cir-
culated as senior advocate
Kapil Sibal, who would ar-
gue on Khalid’s behalf, is
appearing before Chief
Justice of India D.Y. Chan-
drachud-led Constitution
Bench hearing pleas
against abrogation of Arti-
cle 370. At this, the bench
remarked: “How many
times? Mr. Sibal is bound to

be busy. We cannot wait for
any particular senior coun-
sel.”

The top court clarified
that it is granting the “last
opportunity” and posted
the plea for hearing in the
coming week. On August
18, the hearing in the mat-
ter was deferred and the
plea was directed to be list-
ed after a period of two
weeks.

Also in Aughst, Justice
Prashant Kumar Mishra of
the Supreme Court had re-
cused himself from hear-
ing the matter and the plea
was directed to be listed be-
fore a different bench.
“This will come before
some other bench. There is
some difficulty on part of
my brother (Justice PK
Mishra),” a bench headed
by Justice A.S. Bopanna
told the parties. Khalid has
approached the top court
against denial of bail by
the Delhi High court.

RAPE AND MURDER OF 10-YR-OLD

TOP COURT sets aside
death penalty to man

NEW DELHI: A judge has
to be fair and impartial but
that does not mean he will
simply shut his eyes and be
a mute spectator acting
like a robot, the Supreme
Court has said while criti-
cising the trial court and
the Patna High Court
which handed down death
penalty to a man
accused of rap-
ing and stran-
gling to death
an 11-year-old
girl who had
gone to watch
television at his
home in 2015.

Setting aside
the order of
death sentence,
the top court remitted the
case back to the high court
for reconsideration of the
death reference after not-
ing serious flaws in the in-
vestigation. The apex court
was hearing an appeal filed
by a man challenging the
death penalty awarded to
him for raping and stran-
gling the girl.

According to the prosecu-
tion, the accused had raped
and strangled the girl on
June 1, 2015 when she had

allegedly gone to his home
in a village in Bihar's Bha-
galpur district to watch tel-
evision.

The trial court in Bha-
galpur had in 2017 convict-
ed the accused of rape and
murder and handed down
the death penalty, holding
the offence fell under the

rarest of rare
category. The
Patna High
Court had in
2018 dismissed
his appeal
against convic-
tion and con-
firmed the death
penalty.

An apex court
bench of Jus-

tices B R Gavai, J B Pardi-
wala and Prashant Kumar
Mishra said there were
very serious lapses in the
entire investigation and
even the Forensic Science
Laboratory report was not
obtained. "The aforesaid
lapse is just a tip of the ice-
berg. We are at pains to
state that it is a very seri-
ous flaw on the part of the
investigating officer and
that too in such a serious
matter," the bench said.

NATION 7
INDORE / BHOPAL | WEDNESDAY | SEPTEMBER 6, 2023

SHOPIAN ENCOUNTER: Victims’ kin get govt jobs
JAMMU: The Jammu and Kashmir administration on Tuesday handed over
appointment letters for government jobs to family members of three persons
killed in a staged encounter by an army captain in south Kashmir's Shopian
district in 2020.

SPEED NEWS
Six killed in
heavy rains

HYDERABAD: Six people
were killed as heavy rains
lashed several parts of
Telangana on Tuesday,
throwing normal life out of
gear. Six deaths were
reported in separate rain-
related incidents. Three
persons including two
women died of lightning in
Jayashankar Bhupalapally
district. Three others were
drowned in Sangareddy
and Wanaparthy districts.

Kerala youth
commits suicide
KOCHI: A Kerala youth on
Tuesday committed suicide
in his house, an hour after
stabbing a 19-year-old
nursing student and her
parents, said police.
According to the police,
around noon time, the
youth identified as Eldhos,
barged into the house of
the young nursing student,
Alkha. He stabbed her
several times and hearing
the cries, her parents
Ouseph and Chinnama
came to her defence and
they were also injured.

Father kills
14-month-old baby
RAICHUR: In a shocking
case, a man killed his 14-
month-old baby in
Karnataka's Raichur district
as he felt that the child
would hamper his chances
of remarriage, officials said
on Tuesday. The man
confessed to the police that
he committed the crime.
The accused was identified
as 32-year-old Mahantesh,
a resident of Kanasavi
village in Lingasugur taluk.
The deceased child was
known as Abhinava.

Mumbai reports
second Zika case
MUMBAI: A second case of
Zika virus has been found in
Mumbai, the Brihanmumbai
Municipal Corporation (BMC)
said on Tuesday. The first case
was reported on August 23.
The second patient is a 15-
year-old girl from suburban
Kurla in eastern Mumbai
which is under the
jurisdiction of the civic body's
L-ward, a BMC release said.
The girl, who had other
comorbidities, complained of
fever and headache since
August 20 and received
treatment from a private
hospital, the release said.

Go First cancels
all flights

MUMBAI: Go First
Airways cancelled all its
flights scheduled till
September 10 due to
operational reasons, the
airline said in a statement
on Tuesday. "We regret to
inform that due to
operational reasons, Go
First flights scheduled till
10th September 2023 have
been cancelled. We
apologise for the
inconvenience caused by
the flight cancellations," the
statement read. Further, it
said, "We acknowledge the
flight cancellations might
have disrupted your travel
plans and we are
committed to providing all
the assistance we can."

Whatever is
happening

today, no one knows the
direction that the country
is heading in. Democracy
is in danger and the
Constitution is being
ripped to shreds.

ASHOK GEHLOT,
Rajasthan CM

NBW issued
against

Sasikala
BENGALURU: Karnataka
Lokayukta special court on
Tuesday issued non-bailable
warrantsagainsttheSasikala
and Ilavarasi in connection
with a bribery case during
theirimprisonmentincentral
jail. The court has also issued
warrants against the persons
who have given sureties.

It was alleged that
Sasikala, former AIADMK
general secretary, had given
Rs 2 crore bribe to officers
to avail special benefits in-
side the prison. It was also
alleged that Sasikala and
Ilavarasi had gone out for
shopping from the jail.
Lokayukta Police have sub-
mitted a charge sheet to the
court in this connection.

The Bengaluru Lokayuk-
ta court is looking into the
case and Sasikala, Ilavarasi
had not appeared before the
court. The court had asked
the Lokayukta officers to
take custody of the accused
and produce before the
court. The matter has been
adjourned to October 5.

Sasikala and Ilavarasi
were imprisoned for four
years in the disproportion-
ate assets case of former
Tamil Nadu chief minister
late Jayalalithaa.
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